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S

pring is just around the corner and for the Village that means
it is budget season. Each year as Village staff and the Village
Board prepare the budget, we strive to align the budget with the
Village’s priorities and the core services we provide. For the past
several years, the Village’s number one priority has been the paving
of streets. As a result of the successful 2016 road referendum, the
Village was able to complete approximately $8 million in paving
over the past three years. Fortunately, the Village has been able
to stretch the referendum dollars for a fourth year of paving. An
additional seven blocks of roadway and two alleys will be paved this
year. For the list of streets to be paved this year, please see page 4.
Each year, the Village is required to complete an audit of all its
revenues and expenses for the prior fiscal year. Once again, I
am proud to report that the Village was awarded the Certificate
of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting from
the Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA). The
Village received this prestigious
award as a result of our 2018
Comprehensive Annual Financial
Report (CAFR). The Certificate
of Achievement is the highest
form of recognition in the area
of governmental accounting
and financial reporting, and
its attainment represents a
significant accomplishment by a
government and its management.
This is a great accomplishment
by the Village and a reflection
of the professionalism and
integrity of the organization.
I greatly appreciate the work
and dedication of all who were
involved in the process.

The Village of La Grange Park
www.lagrangepark.org

The Village continues to see growth in our commercial areas.
In 2017, the Village established two Tax Increment Financing
(TIF) Districts and four Business Development Districts to
encourage and support commercial redevelopment. These
tools are already working for the Village and have been used
to support the opening of Posto 31 (May 2018) and a new selfstorage facility at 1201 Barnsdale (under construction). In
addition to these TIF/BDD supported businesses, the Village
also welcomed Bishop’s Cuts/Color at Village Market (now
open); Bangs Beauty Bar at 1016 E. 31st Street (opening soon);
and Montessori Children’s Community at 1905 E. 31st Street
(under construction).
It is with both sadness and sincere gratitude that I announce
the retirement of our Police Chief, Ed Rompa. Chief Rompa
has served our community for over 20 years with a high level
of compassion and dedication. I know that I personally will
miss working with him and he will be missed by many in the
community. I appreciate his service and leadership and wish
him all the best in his retirement.
Please take a few moments to read through this spring’s
edition of the Rose Clippings. You’ll find useful information
on upcoming road construction, the new refuse and recycling
program, Village events, and yard waste and brush collection.
Please contact Village staff if you have any questions or
concerns. As always, I invite you to attend our regular Village
Board meetings, held the second and fourth Tuesdays of the
month at 7:30 p.m. in Village Hall to learn more about Village
happenings, voice your opinion and get involved. Feel free to
contact me at any time. Have a great spring everyone!

President James L. Discipio

VillageNews

What’s New with the Village’s
Refuse & Recycling Program
• Service is provided by Lakeshore Recycling Systems (LRS).
• All single–family and two-family households receive refuse and recycling carts;
residents have the option of using 35 gallon, 65 gallon or 95 gallon carts.
• Residents can mix and match cart sizes to meet household needs.
• Stickers are no long used for standard weekly waste pick-up.
• Stickers may be used for extra garbage, yard waste, e-waste and bulk items.
• The minimum monthly service charge on resident water bills has been eliminated.
• The Village is now serviced on a three day schedule (Wednesday, Thursday or Friday).
• Curbside electronics recycling is now available on the first pick-up of each month.

What do I do with extra Republic Services stickers?

Residents have two choices:
1. LRS will accept the current pink Republic Services stickers through the month of April on bulk items,
electronics, extra refuse and yardwaste.
2. Residents may return or exchange current pink Republic Services stickers at Village Hall during regular
business hours (M-F, 8:30 am until 5:00 pm) until April 12 at the current sale price ($3.30 per sticker). To be
eligible for a refund or exchange, stickers must be unused, whole, and have the backing intact.
No refunds will be issued after April 12, 2019.

What do I do with my blue recycle bin?

The Village recommends residents repurpose their blue recycling bins. If you do not want your blue bin, Lakeshore
Recycling Systems will pick it up and recycle it. Just leave it at the curb on your pick up day with a note stating
“please pick up.”

How do I recycle my electronics curbside?

Residents now have the convenience of recycling electronic waste at
the curb on the first pick up day of each month. Stickers ($3.00) are
required for all electronic waste, as follows:
1 small item = 1 sticker
Bundle of items = 5 stickers
(in brown paper bag)
Monitor/Television/Computer = 10 stickers

Can I change my cart size?

Yes. Lakeshore Recycling Systems will allow residents to switch out their carts one time at no additional cost between
April 1st and June 1st. Residents should contact LRS directly to make this request.

How can I learn more about the program?
Contact Lakeshore Recycling Systems directly at:
Website: www.LRSrecycles.com/lagrangepark
Phone: LRS at 773-685-8811
Email: lagrangepark@LRSrecycles.com

Police Chief Retires
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olice Chief Ed Rompa recently announced his
retirement from the Village. Chief Rompa has
served the Village for over 20 years working as patrol
officer, detective, sergeant, and commander, before
being appointed to Chief in November 2014. His
dedication and leadership will be missed. Please join
us in congratulating the Chief on his retirement. His
last day with the Village will be June 7th.

Credit Card
Convenience Fees Start May 1st

T

he Village accepts credit and debit card payments at Village Hall and
online. Beginning May 1st, a 2.25% convenience fee (minimum $1.00)
will be added to all card transactions. This fee is collected by the payment
processor and does not go to the Village. Payments may be made with cash
or check to avoid this processing fee.

Spring Storms

S

pring is finally upon us, and with such comes
additional threats from spring storms. The
following are a few key points to remember related
to spring weather

Tornadoes – The Village maintains two warning
sirens that are designed for warning residents of
tornado warnings while outdoors. When at home or
inside buildings, the best options for being notified
of severe weather are by purchasing a weather alert
radio, staying tuned to local television or radio
stations, or using weather warning apps designed
for your smart phone. IF WE ARE UNDER A
TORNADO WARNING, FIND SAFE SHELTER
RIGHT AWAY, SUCH AS A SAFE ROOM,
BASEMENT, OR SMALL INTERIOR ROOM ON
THE LOWEST LEVEL.
Thunderstorms & Lightning - Lightning is
a leading cause of injury and death from weatherrelated hazards. Pay attention to weather alerts
and keep an eye on the sky if attending outdoor
events. IF WE ARE UNDER A THUNDERSTORM
WARNING, IDENTIFY SAFE SHELTER
RIGHT AWAY AND MOVE INDOORS TO A
BUILDING OR CAR PRIOR TO THE STORM
THREATENING.
Floods - Floods are the most common natural
disaster in the United States, and may develop
slow or quickly. In La Grange Park, flooding
usually occurs in yards and streets, especially at
intersections. Just six inches of moving water can
knock you down, and any amount of water can
obstruct your view of trip hazards and holes. IF WE
ARE UNDER A FLOOD WARNING, IDENTIFY
SAFE SHELTER RIGHT AWAY, AND DO NOT
WALK, SWIM OR DRIVE THROUGH FLOOD
WATERS. STAY AWAY FROM ELECTRICAL
HAZARDS SUCH AS STANDING IN A FLOODED
BASEMENT, AND WHEN DRIVING, “TURN
AROUND AND DON’T DROWN!”
For additional information and guidance,
please see the following websites.
www.ready.gov/severe-weather
www2.illinois.gov/iema/Preparedness/Pages/
Weather.aspx

Village Receives a
Class 03/3X Rating from ISO

T

he Village was notified in March that it has received a Public Protection
Classification of 03/3X by ISO. The rating stems from a re-evaluation of the
Village by ISO which took place last November.
The ISO grading scale rates three distinct areas related to fire protection
service in the Village: overall Fire Department (50%); Water Supply (40%); and
Emergency Communications (10%). The scale used for the latest rating also
allowed for an additional 5.50 points of credit for Community Risk Reduction
(Public Fire Safety Education, Fire Prevention and Code Enforcement, and Fire
Investigation).
Previous to March, ISO last issued a rating for our Village in November of
2012, where our Village improved from a long-standing classification of five,
to a classification of three. Although we have maintained the same rating, our
overall base score improved nearly five percentage points, up from a total of total
of 70.45 points in 2012, to total of 75.34 points in 2019. Most of the increase
was related to Fire Department efforts in Community Risk Reduction, and also
improvements in Water Supply and Emergency Communications.
Although the results are good news for the Village, the process itself also proves
very beneficial. Going through the survey process helps the Fire Department
further identify strengths and weaknesses, while providing important
information about where the Village can focus attention to further improve fire
protection for our residents and businesses.
The updated 03/3X Classification formally takes effect June 1, 2019. Although
not all insurance carriers utilize this information directly, many of them do, so
it is recommended that all property owners, both residential and commercial,
make sure that your insurance agents are aware of the rating. For more
information specific to La Grange Park’s ISO rating, please contact La Grange
Park Fire Chief Dean J. Maggos.

Consolidated Dispatch Center Update

I

n December, our consolidated 9-1-1 Center (LTACC) welcomed its new
Executive Director, Mike O’Connor. Mike came from the Libertyville Police
Department with more than 20 years experience in public safety. In the next
several months, LTACC will begin utilizing new technology to help locate
cellular 9-1-1 callers more accurately, provide emergency medical instructions,
and begin public education about 9-1-1.
This enhanced, centrally located dispatch center offers residents of La Grange,
La Grange Park, and Western Springs quality services for Police, Fire, and
Medical Dispatching 24 hours a day. Residents may still visit the Police window
at Village Hall during normal business hours (8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.) for
assistance with clerical matters. A red call box is located inside the main doors
of Village Hall for 24 hour assistance.
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Water & Sewer Rates

T

he Village worked with a municipal consulting firm in 2017 to complete an analysis of the Village’s water and
sewer rates and of the systems’ capital needs. The purpose of the study was to provide the Village with alternatives
for setting water and sewer rates. The Village Board evaluated four rate alternatives and preferred the option which
maintains current water and sewer infrastructure on a “pay as you go” basis. This option was preferred because it
avoids increasing the Village’s debt while maintaining a consistent water and sewer main replacement schedule. The
Finance Committee reviewed the second year of proposed water and sewer rates during budget meetings held in
March and the Village Board will consider increasing the rates in April. More information, including the complete
rate study, is available on the Village’s website at www.lagrangepark.org.

94

%

of the 42 miles of
water mains are over
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The cost for the
Village to purchase
water has increased

51%

Declining water usage means
less funding available
for main repair and
replacement.

in the last 5 years.
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Drug Take Back
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O

n Saturday, April 27th from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. the La Grange Park Police
Department in coordination with the DEA will host a National Drug Take Back Day.
This program offers a safe, convenient, and responsible means of disposing of unwanted
or expired medications (please note, only drugs in pill form will be accepted – no liquids,
patches, needles, etc). Please empty all drugs from their original containers, bottles, or
blister packs and place in a sealed baggie for drop off. Any additional questions can be
directed to Jackie Vieceli at 708-352-7711 ext. 204 or email jvieceli@lagrangepark.org.

2019 Road Paving Projects

T

he Village will be completing nearly $1.8 million in paving projects this year. The Village has awarded a contract
to Nardulli, Inc to complete seven street segments listed below as well as two alleys. Both sections will be paved
before school starts. Landscape restoration will follow paving and will be scheduled based on weather. Sod may be
delayed to avoid extreme heat.
PHASE 1
STREET
1 Brewster
2 Jackson
3 Oak
4 Waiola
5 Spring
6 Ashland
7 Beach

LIMITS
La Grange Road to Spring
La Grange Road to Barnsdale
La Grange Road to Barnsdale
700 – 800 Blocks
700 Blocks
600 Block
300 - 500 Blocks

PHASE 2
STREET
8 Alleys
9 Alleys

LIMITS
Ostrander/Raymond
Ostrander/Alima Terrace

While it is exciting to have such a
significant amount of road construction
underway, it may also pose some
challenges to residents while traveling
through town. We ask that residents be
extra cautious when driving through
and around construction areas; be
mindful of workers and equipment; and
exercise patience when you experience
delays or re-routing.

2019 Yard Waste & Brush Collection Program
Yard Waste Program

This program is available through our waste hauler, Lakeshore Recycling Systems (LRS). LRS
will accept yard waste with a sticker from April through early December. All containers and
bundles should be at the curb by 6:00 a.m. on your pick-up day. A sticker must be affixed to each
bag or bundle. If you use a can, please loop the sticker around one of its handles. Yard waste is
collected either in heavy-duty paper bags or smaller garbage cans. To be used for yard waste, garbage cans must have two handles,
be no larger than 35 gallons, and be marked for yard waste. The “Yard Waste” marking must be visible from the street. “Yard Waste”
decals are available at Village Hall. Cans or bags should weigh no more than fifty pounds. Oversize cans are the largest cause of injury
to garbage truck drivers. When you purchase a garbage can, please verify its size. Oversized cans will not be emptied.
LRS collects bundled brush along with other yard waste. Brush and branches must be securely bundled with bio-degradable twine or
rope. Each bundle must be no more than four feet in length, two feet in diameter and weigh no more than fifty pounds. Individual
branches must be no larger than three inches in diameter. A sticker must be affixed to each bundle. Please call the Village of
La Grange Park at 354-0225 if you have any questions.

Brush Collection Program

The Village offers a curbside brush collection program six times per year. Through the program, Village Public Works crews pick up
tree branches and brush debris that are stacked in neat piles on the parkway. Brush must be at the curb by 7:00 a.m. Monday during
the following weeks:

May 6th • June 3th • July 1st • August 5th • September 2nd • October 7th (last pick up for the year)
The Village will no longer be scheduling specific sections for pickup. Instead, multiple crews will be working concurrently across the
Village during the collection week.

Guidelines for the Brush Collection Program

• Brush must be stacked neatly on the parkway, piled no more than 4-feet high, with the butt end facing the curb. Please be sure that
brush is not piled in such a way that interferes with motorist or pedestrian visibility.
• In narrow parkways, if brush extends onto the sidewalk, the brush may be piled parallel to the curb.
• Brush must be no longer than 6-feet in length and 4-inches in diameter.
• Logs must be cut into small, manageable pieces, and should be kept separate from brush.
• Stumps and root balls will not be picked up. They should be removed from trees or bushes.
Brush pickup is strictly for residents who have performed tree or brush work on their own property. If no evidence exists that work
has been performed on the property, the Village reserves the right to charge the resident for this service. The brush will not be picked
up until a check for payment of services is received, and our work schedule permits.
Contractors working for homeowners are not allowed to use this service, since we are not able to handle the quantity of brush that
they produce. If evidence exists or contractors are seen by our Village workers placing tree or brush
debris at the curb, the Village may charge the resident for removal of the tree/brush debris.

Lottery for Free Mulch

F

or the past few years, the demand for mulch has far exceeded the mulch available. A lottery drawing will be held
on May 1st, at which time names will be randomly drawn. After the drawing, the Public Works Department will be
contacting residents to schedule mulch deliveries (with the first deliveries being made on Friday, May 3rd).
In order to be part of the lottery, please complete ONE of the following options prior to the drawing date of May 1st
(phone calls will not be accepted):
Option #1: Email mulch@lagrangepark.org and provide your address, telephone number (or email address)
and whether you would like to receive a ½ truck or full truck load*

Option #2: Complete the form below, and mail or drop it off at the Village Hall (447 N. Catherine Avenue).
Option #3: Go to www.lagrangepark.org and click on the “Residents” tab and complete the “Mulch Lottery Form”
* ½ truck load equals approximately 1.5 cubic yards
1 full truck load equals approximately 3 cubic yards
(generally, one cubic yard will cover a 6-foot x 9-foot area)

See Back Page for MULCH LOTTERY FORM
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Village Board Highlights

Is Your Number Up?

T

he Board of Trustees conducted the following business during the
months of: December, January and February 2018:

– Approved an Ordinance Granting a Certain Variation for 1201 Barnsdale
		 (Public Hearing No. 2018-08)
– Approved a Change Order for 31st Street Alley Water Main to Increase
		 the Final Contract with Suburban General to $180,575
– Authorized the Extension of the Contract with National Power
		 Rodding Corporation in the amount of $39,111.50, Plus a 10 (ten)
		Percent Contingency Should Additional Locations for Cleaning/
		 Televising Become Identified This Fiscal Year
– Authorized the Approval of Professional Engineering Agreements
		 with Hancock Engineering for Engineering Services, in an Amount Not
		to Exceed, as Follows: $134,000 for the Design Engineering for
		 La Grange Road and 31st Street Water Main Replacement Project;
		 $117,000 for the Construction Engineering for La Grange Road and
		 31st Street Water Main Replacement Project; $103,000 for Design
		Engineering for the 2019 Paving Program; $118,000 for the
		 Construction Engineering for the 2019 Paving Program
– Approved the Appointment of Richard Radde as Director of Public
		 Works, Effective December 11, 2018
– Adopted an Ordinance of the Village of La Grange Park, Cook County,
		 Illinois, Approving a Redevelopment Agreement for the Redevelopment
		 of 1201 Barnsdale
– Authorized Payment of $16,056.00 to Suburban Tree Consortium for
		 the 2018 Fall Tree Planting Program
– Authorized the Finance Director to Execute the Necessary Agreements
		 to Transition to the New Illinois State Treasurer ePay Program
– Discussed Invest in Cook Grant Support
– Directed the Village Manager to Prepare and Execute a Contract with
		 Lake Shore Recycling for the Residential Collection and Transportation
		 of Municipal Solid Waste
– Approved an Open Purchase Order with Morton Salt Not to Exceed a
		 Total Amount of $42, 326.40
– Authorized Staff to Purchase a 2019 GMC 2500 HD Pick-up Truck with
		Snow Plow from Coffman Truck Sales, Inc. for $38,360.57 and
		 Authorized Staff to Utilize the Services of Sauber Mfg. Co., to Install
		 Slip-Resistant Running Boards and Safety Lighting for $7,515.00
Variation

for

– Accepted a Proposal from BKD, LLP to Perform Auditing Services for
		 Fiscal Years 2019 and 2020 and Authorized the Village Manager to
		 Execute the Engagement Letter
– Approved an Ordinance of the Village of La Grange Park, Cook County,
		 Illinois, Approving a First Amendment to an Economic Incentive
		 Agreement Between the Village of La Grange Park, Cook County,
		 Illinois and 1201 Barnsdale, LLC
– Approved the Purchase of A New 2019 Chevrolet Tahoe (Police Patrol
		 Package), for a cost of $37,546.98, from Currie Motors Chevrolet, in
		Forest Park, IL, through the Suburban Purchasing Cooperative
		 Contract #185
– Approved an Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) between the Village
		 of La Grange and the Village of La Grange Park for Brewster Avenue
		Paving
– Approved an Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) between the Village
		 of La Grange and the Village of La Grange Park for an Emergency
		 Water Inter-Connect
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osting your address on your home can be critical to
Village fire and police personnel if we need to find you in
an emergency. If your home address in not displayed, or it has
faded, been obstructed by bushes, trees, etc., now is the time to
correct it. The address should be at least 4” tall, in contrasting
color to the background, and be plainly visible from the street.
Please take a look at the front of your own home, and make sure
we can find you!

Workshops for
A Greener Village

L

earn what you can do in “your own back yard” to help Mother Earth.
In honor of Earth Day 2019, the La Grange Park Sustainability
Commission is presenting small steps, which taken collectively, will
boost the health of our tiny piece of the planet. All workshops are
free, open to the public, and will be held in the Community Room at
La Grange Park Library, 555 N. La Grange Road.

Landscaping for Impact
Saturday, April 6, 1:30 to 3:00 p.m.

L

earn how to have a beautiful yard in harmony with the
natural world around us. Denise Sandoval of Good-Natured
Landscapes will present ideas for using low maintenance, hardy
native plants in home gardens and landscapes. Denise will discuss
the importance of wildlife corridors and helping pollinators, as
well as making recommendations for native plants in shady or
sunny locations.

Household Recycling
Thursday, April 11, 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.

– Approved Certain Amendments to the Village’s Personnel Manual
– Approved an Ordinance Granting a Certain
		 1143 Robinhood (Public Hearing No. 2018-09)

P

F

ind out how our new refuse and recycling hauler, Lakeshore
Recycling Systems, handles our household waste. Learn
what is accepted for recycling and how the recycled materials
are used. This is your chance to have questions answered by a
representative from our new “garbage” hauler.

Energy Efficiency and Solar
Tuesday, April 23, 7:00 p.m.

L

earn straightforward ways to save energy at home. Explore
the benefits of going solar. A ComEd representative will show
us innovative ways to reduce energy use and cost around the
house. Sustainability Commissioner Donna Twickler will take us
through her experience in going solar: the technology, the cost
and financial aid available to make solar power economically
feasible for middle-income households.

Community Park District
Date Band

Genre

6/19

Sushi Roll

Cover Band

6/26

Rhythm Rockets

Rhythm & Blues

7/3

West Suburban Concert Band Concert Band

7/10

Rockin’ Fenderskirts

Oldies

7/17

Ethan Bell Band

Country

7/24

Johnny Russler &
The Beach Bum Band

Caribbean & Island
Band

7/31

The Millennials

Classic Rock

8/7

The Prissilas

Cover Band

Library

Spring Time Jazz Benefit
Saturday, April 27, 7:00 p.m.
For his Eagle Scout project, Tim Sands from local Boy Scout Troop
39 is organizing a lively, musical event to benefit the library. Please
join us as we enjoy some jazz played by the LTHS Jazz Ensemble in
support of the library. There is a suggested donation of $10, but all
jazz and library lovers welcome.

Summer Reading Kick-Off Party
All ages with a caregiver
Friday, May 31 from 5:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
Save the date! Come to the library to kick off their Summer
Reading Program, Once Upon a Summertime, with a bounce
house, snow cones and more!

T

he Good Neighbor Corner is a regular newsletter feature highlighting the good news in our community. In order to
praise the efforts of local residents, organizations and businesses, we need your help! We’re looking for those friendly
folks, good deeds, and special neighborly touches that make living in La Grange Park special.
If you know a Good Neighbor, fill out the form below and send it to Village Hall, 447 N. Catherine. Help us share the
efforts of good neighbors with the entire community.

Nominating: Bratley, Jerry, Raven, George, Nora, and Adon of the 1500 block of Homestead
They are wonderful neighbors to my (elderly, aging) parents (Denny and Dee Dahlgren). They are friendly, respectful,
and oh so willing to help – shovel snow, trim bushes, bring in newspapers, trash cans/ recycling, “handyman” type
chores such as plumbing, rodding the sewer, electrical and so much more!! Most importantly, they are “watchful” for
me since I can’t be there as much as I’d like/need to be! THANK YOU for being neighbors and friends – for caring as
you do! I worry a little less knowing you’re there!! – Dawn Dahlgren (Palos Hills)

Good Neighbor Nomination Form
Your Name:
Your Address:
Please provide the name and address of the person/group you are nominating:
Why are they a Good Neighbor to you?

GoodNeighborCorner

We’re Looking for Good Neighbors!
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VillageHolidays
The Village offices will be closed for the following holidays:
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MULCH LOTTERY FORM
NAME __________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE _____________________ or if you would prefer to be contacted via Email _______________________________________
Circle amount requesting:

½ Truck

Full Truck

RETURN by May 1st to:   VILLAGE HALL, 447 N. Catherine Avenue
ONLY ONE (1) REQUEST PER HOUSEHOLD
Please be sure to get your form in to the Village hall no later than 8:30a.m. on May 1st in order to be part of the drawing.

