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La Grange Park Library plans to start a $4M renovation this ·summer 
ByKimberlyFornek 
Pioneer Press 

La Grange Park Library 
officials expect to soon have 
a report that will guide their 
renovation of the 30-year­
old hbrary. 

Since 2015, the library 
staffandboardoftrustees 
knew water was infiltrat­
ing the building, damag­
ing the drywall and rusting 
columns alongthewestwall. 
The problem stemmed from 
how the windows had been 
installed when the library, 
at 555 N. La Grange Road, 
was built in 1989, execu~ 
director Kate Buckson said. 

After studying the build­
ing in 2015, the firm Kluber 

Architects & Engineers 
concluded the damage was 
extensive and would require 
enthiely rebuilding the.east 
and west walls. 

The damage to the 
masonry on the north and 
south walls and the clere­
story windows just below 
the library's signature arch 
was not as extensive, but 
still needed repairs.the firm 
advised. · 

"We knew enough to 
know it would be a signifi­
~tprojectwith significant 
expense:Bucksonsaid.· 

Thehbrary caulked some 
Wllldows,.she said, but there 
really was not a Band-Aid­
type fuc. 

"Our horary already was 

carrying debt, and we were 
not in a financial position to 
take.on more debt,'' Buckson 
said. 
' The hbrary currently has 

about $1.5 million in a fund 
reserved for capital proj­
ects, but the renovation is 

· expected to cost about $4 
million, including the strac­
tural work, arclutect and 
management~ and refur. 
bishing the interior. The 
carpeting is 15 years old, the 
furniture needs to be reup­
holstered, Buckson said. 

"We didn't want to go 
through this major reno­
vation and then everything 
inside looked the same," she 
said. . 

Library officials were 

planning to tackle the large 
scale project in spring 
of 2022, but the library's 
limited hours during the 
pandemic offers the perfect 
time to tackle ~e ~nova­
tion, Buckson said. 

"We are under the 
assumption things will not 
be back to nonnal anytime 
soon," she said. 

The Library Board has 
hired a financial consultant 
to advise it on its funding 
options and a construction 
manager to oversee the 
bidding and phasjng of the 
work. Buckson said. 

The goal has always 
been to maintain access to 
the library materials, but 
to what extent during the 
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construction has not been 
determined, she said. 

The design and planning 
. firm, 845 Design Group, 
which the library hired in 
January, has been inter­
viewing hbrary employees, 
-members of the Friends of 
the Llorary group and some 
of''our superusers: patrons 
who visit the library at least 
once a week. to gather input 
about what improvements 
theywould like to see, Buck­
son said. 

''They don't want to make 
plans until they hearfrom as 
manypeople as possible," she 
said. But.Buckson expects 
construction to start in July. 

About 205 people also 
completed an online survey, 

which closed Feb. 15, Buck­
son said. The survey asked 
resiqents whether they 
thought it was important 
the h'brary retain its unique 
exterior, specifically the 
elongated arch of windows 
on its west fa~e. 

"Most were not very 
concerned about it," Buck­
son said. "It's definitely 
something special to the 
community:' she said, but 
people were accepting of 
the possibility it might be 
changed to make the hbrary 
more energy efficient or to 
save.money. 

"We want a library that 
will be sustainable and serve 
the community for years to 
come," she said. 
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