






















The direct cause of the flash flooding on Sunday was the existing saturated ground, the already 
high level of Salt Creek, and the intensity of the rain on Sunday afternoon. The sewer system 
reached a tipping point when the high intensity rain began Sunday afternoon. With the ground 
being saturated and the sewers already at capacity, all of that additional water had nowhere to go. 
That would explain why it seemed the flooding happened so quickly in many areas of the village. 
The storm sewers in the northeast section of the village discharge to Salt Creek. With the level of 
the Creek as high as it was, the flow in these sewers was extremely limited or non-existent. The 
nearest gauging station on Salt Creek is at Wolf Road. The creek reached its peak about 4:00 am 
on Monday morning with an elevation of 9.45' above normal level, which was only about a foot 
below the record high stage. 
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The storm on Sunday caused areas of town to flood that normally don't. There are many reasons 
why a particular street, or basement would flood. The immediate reasons a street floods are 
because the size and slope of the sewer is not able to handle the amount of rain entering it, and the 
sewer may also be surcharged from recent rainfall. Both of these conditions were present on 
Sunday. In some cases, water entered basements through window wells as surface water 
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encroached a low area adjacent to the home. In other cases, water came in through basement drains 
even though the drain had a protective standpipe installed. There were also cases of extreme rear 
yard flooding in which no outlet for surface runoff exists. 

A feasibility study was done to develop a pumped underground storage project in the southeast 
section of the village to help mitigate the flood levels. This proposed system would collect storm 
water and store it underground and then pump it north of 31st Street so it could flow by gravity to 
Salt Creek. This is the next proposed project that the village would be considering that would 
provide relief to this area. 

It is important for the village to keep the sewers cleaned on a regular basis so that they can accept 
the full flow they are capable of. The village has a good cleaning program in place to accomplish 
this. Residents also need to make sure their service lateral is operating at capacity and is not 
clogged by roots or debris. 
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